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I. General

1. The total present length of the railway system of the Sovilet Union is
123,000 km., Of this, 33,000 km (26.8 percent} are double tracked;
22,000 km 516 percent) are provided with automatic block signal systems;
45,000 km (36,5 percent) are new style hecavy construction. About L0 par-
cent of the total mileage is of light construetion: (rails under 30 ks rer
meter, without speecislly prepared roadbed or else not replaced for 5 1oa-
time).

2 The track gauge 1s 1.524% meters, in contrist to the standsrd European
1.436 meters.

3. The rails are preponderontly old and worn out. The maintenance of the
tracks and rolling stock varies and in part is inadequate.

K. The distances between stations vary between 8 and 30 km.

5. The main lines connecting the Soviet Union with other Furopean countries
and those conneeting the laorge industyial centers hove Lislern equipment
{block end signal systems), Changes 1in the direection of modernizatiorn
have been planned and are under way on the lines connecting the larper
Oiberdan industrilal centers. The ordinary lines ! the aziatic USSR,
espeelally Turkestan, Central Siberia snd the For “vust, are not yet very
efliclent,
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6. The prevalence of generally level country makes possibie the use of
locomotives of limited capacity for long and heavy trains, Since the
light roadbed construction permits only low speeds (average 19 km per

hour), the attempt Lc made to offset this disadvantage by the use of
heavier trains (up to 2,200 tons).

T+ The electrification of tne railways 13 pushed ahead lateiy, cspesially
in ¢he Moscow and Leningrad avesr and the neat 1mmortaont lrduatrisl dis-

ericts (Donbdas, Ural, susbesi/sig/)and in the mountainous regions of the
Caucnsnus,

II. A4dministrative Organization

1. The Hinistry of Transportation 1s respunsible for the operstion, maintenance
and development of the railway llnes. Thqtmrsnhbort Equipment Construotion
Hinisvry is responsitle for construn&ﬂ6h and maintenance of the rolling stock.
The railway system is divlde&“ﬂdﬁinisbratively into ten rallway zones, and
the zones are %%Pdkgtné& into numerous administrative districts,

T\ ~
a. Wcrbheagt*?ﬁhéﬁ(headquarners Leningrad) comprises the disiricts of-Kirove
Yarmensk, Archangel, Pechora {Kotlas-Vorkusta), Leningrad, Ottobre
(Ienxng*&d-ﬂoqcow line), Xalinin, Pstonia, Litau.

b.. Fast Zone (headquerters Minsk). Districts: Lithuonia, Xalingrad (ex-
Konigsberg), White Russla, Breat-Litovsk.

6. Southeast Zone {hesdquarters. Kiev{ Dlstricts: Klev, Vinnitza, Kovel,
© Lvov, Odessa. Klqhinev.‘_: - -

Districts: Yaroslav, Gorki, Moson-
(vgluiki) Moseow-Kiev, Moscow {Outer

e. Donets Zone (heallquarters Knarkov), DisbrictsiiDonets‘North; Donets South,
Kharkov, Voronezh-Lilkhaya, Stalingrad, Lower Dnieper: snd Crimea (Stalino),

f. Caueasus Zone (headquarters Kraangar).< Districts: North Ceucasus,.
Ordzonikidze, Azerbaljan, Transcoucasia,

-

g...Volga Zone (headquarters Kazan), Diotrlcb Kazan, Kuibyshev, Orenburg,
*Ryazan-Ural (Saratov).

h. Urel-Siberian Zone “theadquartenrs Sverdlovsk) Districts: Perm-Molotov,
’ Sverdlovsk, Ghelyabinsk-South Urols Tomsk, Xarsgsnda.

1. Middle East Zone (headquarters Tashkenb) Distriets: Turkestan-Siberia,
‘Toshkent, Ashkhabad.

Y. Far Fast Zone (headquarters Krasnoyarsk). Districts: Ruensnoyorsk, Fast
Giberia, Tranabeliksl-Chita, Amur, Far Bast-Khabarovsk, Primorsk-
Viadivustok, Sakhalin,
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T T anr, Main Ratlvay Links

AR T T U T S

By moin lines, double-track lines are signified; They have 2 total
length of 33,000 km. They -are divlded into main lines running from
Moscow, and main lines connecting othe. centers with each other.,

Main lines rurining from Musco T PR
”,T'-,.. ) .oy Ord i the mountainous repions of tiw
Moscow-Leningrad {651 km).” Thls llne has She heaviest spaffie in the
entlire Soviet Unlon, with an average of about 80 pairs of trains daily.
The following branch lines run from the Moscow-Leningred line:

At Chudovo, & line to Posadnikove and Volkonstriye on the eningred.
Murmansk line. A second branch to Novgored. | : e

At'Okaloikﬂ: 0. branth tb.“gﬁg}sé;(gxgi %Rngﬁe‘Lenxngrad:aimitrcﬁ,iine; .
T At Bdlogqu;wai@%ﬁgﬁ'fgaﬁ}ba_1av and one to Pskov,

At“L‘i‘lflr}g%lag;m g branch Yo Velikl Luki an the r“los;‘OQYI-Rnga.line..

RN . L s P N :
The Leningbad-Moscow matn line is provided with a ‘31gnal system dnd {s of
heavy tonstruction. A large part of ‘the line Was newly bullt afser 154y,
The most vulnerable places on the.line.are three:.the Volgs bzldge at .
Kalinin, the rail Junetion at Bologg{e. and. the Volkhol bridge £t CHuddvo,

Moscow-Riga main line (922 km) hos the following branches:
At Novo%okolniki; 2 branch to Dno-Batstakaya {sic)-Leningred, snd
another to Nevel-Polotsk and Vitgbsk, . | .

A% Rezekne, a’ branch to Pskov and another %o Dangavpils, S

At Krustpils, u branch o Daugavpils and another to Jelgeva-Tukumss
" Ventspils (on £he Baltic). - e o L
At Play@nasl‘a‘lacal 1;50_Qa_ﬂalgq&;KupunaTGulbens-Ape.

-

»t Rige, & recently electrificd IRk 369 wn long to Tallinn,

THe entire Moscow-Riga ltne" 1s heavy Hristraction hrd Hasyhopuyqepplésely
rebullt sifiee 1945. It has sbout 60 pairs of through trains daily. The
sensitive points on this line are the rallway Junetion at Novosokolnikl,

the crossing (Duha bridge). at Krustpidtc ond the raflway junction =% Riga,
Main, line MOSQQW¢M1nsk-Kalln1ngrad and Minsk-Brest Litovsk, The Moscow- A
Minsk line 1s TU7 fm long. It forks ‘w8 Minsk intn the Minsk-Vilna-Kaliningpac
line, 5922 km long, and the Minsk-Brest line, 349 um long.

a: The Hoscouw-Minsk line has the following Lranches:

TAt V?aima, thréc branches: to Rzhev on the Moscow-Riga 1ine; to

Tula, on the Mosecow-Kharkov line, and to Bryansk on the Mogcow-
¥iev line,
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34 Fastbv‘,v_a. very 1mp_ortaht dcuble-,‘o:‘ack‘ iine 15 ¥t long to
Platikatki (sic). It wes built czmpletely new, dut n light

censtruetion.

At Kazat:in, an important double-track line U1 ¥m lcag through
Berdichev, Rovno and Kivertsi (sic) te Brest.

A% Kalinovia and Vimkw&. el Lwal«&ima. P R

At Shmerinka (sic) tuo single -track but important branches; one
through Vapnyarka (sic), Rudnitses, Slchodks, Howovsk..and, Hazdelnsga
{sic) to Odessa; the otner. to Oknitsa (sic), Chencvskiy, Beltsi,
Ungeni, Kishinev, Benderi, Bessarabskly, i'rut, feni and Ismail.

At Grechahy, a loeal line-to Kamenets- P.odol.,k.

e esaCQ '
At Tarnopel, a line.to-. Sbnﬂrxeshty, rel“‘sccn (s10)- :md Bakh;lv (.,-o),
on the Rumanian border.

T H 13‘0}0 A . . :
tt Lvov, t;he main line from Moscow dividcs in"o two inpourtsrt lines. One
goes to PFrzemysl,:and the other to Batovo, €icp nad iizhgerod on:the €zegche-
slcvakian border. The MMcscow-Konotop section of this line wos double-tracked
in 1946 to 1950. The rest of the line was relaid with heavier congstruction
after~the war. This line cirries very neevy treiflic. 7“us dally capgsclity is
abcut 70 pairs of trains,., The line-is of grest Liratesi¢ mpertange becausge
it connects Moscow with 01l scubheagtern furope. 7t H35 nyny wvulneradle points,
such o.s the,crowings of the pgreat .rivers like tihe ‘rieper and the Dnlester,

5, Main line toscow-Tula-Orel-Hharkov-Lozoevaya-Rostov cennects . Mescow with the
aonthern Ukraine and crimea. It -1s 1,351 km long and has the following bdranch
Yines:

A% Tule, a deuble-trsek ling 4o Uzlevaya, and a second one to Xaluga-
Tikhinova {sic) on the Noscow-Kiev line.

e
At Grel, a doublb-tmck linm 2L L9 Koec-Drel-tiiansk-Gacel-Falinkovieht.

oY Tursl,’ 3 duable-track linej hdursk-Lpat lorernds - ancten, wish 60
pairs ci Lrains daily. o

At Sarayevaik and Belgorod, lzeal braonen 1.0i.us.

At Kharkov, 5 branch to Getnya-Lgov-llavlya, douvla-tiack with about
70 pairs of trains daily; another doubxle-trici =runeh 350 km long to
Yama-Nikitcvka-Debalzevo,

nt Lozovaya, a double-traclt 1ine 179 iuan loyg vo " apcroshe, and Crom

there a single-track line to the Crimen tihrecu n Vederoviko-telitopol-

Dshankoy-Cimferopol-Sevastonnl,
At Fonstanbiincevks , an importont douwle-orne Line 170 bm long tr:

Yasinovi“ays-Stalino-Volnovakhe-Mor iy - 2; revly robuile, but o f light
censbruetion, oo
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Ab Nikitovka, an important junctlen point from which various
lines rur. to south Russia.

At Gorlovka, an electrified double-track line tu Debalzevo.
At Taganrog, an 1mporta.m; co'mection tc the Blsex Sea,

At Rostov, lines to the Caucasus. ,
The Moscow-Rostov main line was heavily .daraged .during Werld War II. It was
completely rebuilt with neavy construction znd an-sutomatic signad systen,

Its daily capacity 1is about 70 pairs of trains. ’ .o

6. Main line Moscow-Ozherelye-Valuyki-Kupyansk-Debalzevo (Rostov]).

a. This line is 966 km long with the following 1mbortam Junetion points:
Osherelye; Uzlovaya -(double-trasx branch to Tula); Velovo;. Elec (Yelygtz),
Kastornesya; Stary Oskol; Valuykl, Kupyansk (branchies to Kharkov and
Belgorod); Popasnaya; Debalzevo. A%t Valuyki a branch line goes off to
Liski- Poverlne-Blasnov-Rhishcbevo-”enza-xy ran; 1,100 .km.long ar‘d double-
tracked,, - Lo L -

b. At Debalzevo, an important 497 km branch line to Yaainovatay&-bayeprope trovsk-
Piatikhatki-Dolgintsevo-Krivol Rog.

0. Most of the Moscow-Debalzevo line was bu.lt after the war. ‘It is heavily
constructed with autometic signa.l systen. and hes a daily capacity of. about
70 pairs of trains,

’

T. Main line Moscow=- Rya.zan-Lis:ci M;.llerqvo Rcsuov—Armav‘.r-Baku 2,556‘ km long.
. Its main junction points are as folldws: '

Kolomna, Junction point of the eleatrified line from Moscow,

Ryazan, where the 3,818 kn trans-Siverian line to Inzasisban (sie)-
Kuybysbev-Chelyabi‘nsk-Omsk-!i;wos1.‘.»11-3k-sta.linsk begins.

vy {soe), line So Vernsc.vei snd Penza, )
Moty ¥, Llte v Torlov sineneve zroy Ssratov.
Gryszi -

Otrochka (.ic
Liski, Jur.ction point for the line Velullti-Syzra:n.
Miilevev ., Line to Kondrashevskaye o:nl Voreshlil.uvirad.
Lixhoys, Yine so Stalingred.

Zvereve, lire L. Debrloevo,

Rostov
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Batsissk {sic)

Kushchevskaya

Sosika‘ (s1¢)

Tikhoretsk, lines to Kuberie-Stalingrad and Kna,snod,alr;Novyrossisk-
Af‘mavix' branching -off point of ‘the South Caueasus line to Tuspec-
Sukhumi-Poti-Samtredia (Batum-Shorapani-Xsshuri-Stalinir-Tiflis,

where another branch gees off.to Leninakan-Erivan-Dzhulia- -hMindzhiyan-
Osmanli-Noviesaliani (qic)-ﬁs..a*‘a or. the Casplan Secs.,

Novinomysskaya c : .

Mineralnyye Vodi, departure point for two eloetrified. branches, to

Pyatigorsk and K;leczvodnk,-‘z <. .., . e
Ca . ) .

Gecrglevsk, ... . ;

L e ; a ,
Ppo;cladn’aya, branches to Nalochik end “utrakhan
larg Kech (sie)

Beslni (316)

o Grénzl (sic) [aroznyﬂ L ' , - . B

Gudermes

' Shamkhal

takhachkala . L

Baladzari (sie), line to Sabuski (sic)

Baku
©This line 1L of neavy construction from “iceow to Proknlsdnazya and ic double-
tracked with automatic signal system betweern Gudermes ang  akhichkels. <he
daily capaclty 1is about 70 pairs of trains, The rest of the line is single
track but.strongly btullt. Here the dolly conceity ls about 30 pairs of trains.

Main line Moscow-lyazan-Inza-Syzro:. Kuibyshev-Vladivostok. This line is
9,283 km long, The main Junction points ore:

Ryazan

Fustarevka

Russyevska (usic)

Inza

.
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Syzran, braasch line to Stalingrad-Lilhaya

Kuibyshev

Kinel, branch line ¢o Chekalov and Ortk

"Krotoska (sic), Jjunction point Of-two brasmch:lipax aoder;4aB«..l:. .
struetion: one to Surgut and Agriz, the other to Sterlitamak.

.t Ll '8l -
Sl wiil Pl e w0 T
’

Chishai (sic) . : . S

Ufs . .’ ‘ . '..;‘;r— : "-.

Vyazovaysa

Berdyssh, . branch lines .to.Bakaliapd:Dguzhino. (sig). . -
:Politfayeyo (sic)' LT

Chélyaﬁiﬁsk. branch linc to Turkestan through Kartaly, Orsk,

. ¥andegso; {sicy, fraisk, Tadhkeht; Bamarkahd;. Bukhara, Stalinabad
near the Afghan border.

Ku?gqm», branc'h line to Sverdlovsk

Petropavlovsk, branch line to Akmolinsk and Karaganda, whence local
{Zines run to Lake Balkash.

" Omsk, junction point with the other line from Moscow via Kazan-
Svexdlovsk -Tyumen.

Yurga, beginning of the line to Alma Ate near the Chinese (Sinkiang)
. border. '

Taiga, branch, line.to Tomski:: "~ , ..
Achinsk, branch line to Abakan

‘Krasnoyarsk e Sowr T e
" . ST CL L Bl iend:
Tayshet VAR

Irkutsk e she e
- Ulan-Ude - . i
Chita
' Kaganovich
‘Skovorodino

Svobodny
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